AMERICAN HEALTH LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE MEETING
October 14, 2008

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern
MINUTES

	Committee Members Present
	Staff Present
	Committee Members Absent

	Tom Coons (Committee Chair)
Elisabeth Belmont (Immediate Past President)
Lewis Morris
Arthur Lerner

Philip Pomerance

Lisa Diehl Vandecaveye
	Katherine Wone (liaison)

Kerry Hoggard

Daozhong Jin

	Michael Silhol 

John Washlick 




I. Call to Order and Overview of the Agenda
Mr. Coons greeted members and called the meeting to order at 2:07 pm Eastern. 
II. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the September 9, 2008 conference call were approved. 
III. Chair’s Oral Status Report
The subcommittees will report on the progress of their respective goals and the Committee will consider new project proposals.
IV. Discussion Items

A. Pan-Flu Teleconference
Ms. Belmont reported that Dr. Michael Osterholm will be a speaker for the Pan-Flu Teleconference on Tuesday, October 22nd, 2:00 to 3:30 pm Eastern. Ms. Belmont, Dr. Osterholm, Mr. Richard Shackelford and Ms. Melissa Markey have prepared the agenda and materials for the teleconference.

B. Pan-Flu Checklist Marketing
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention named AHLA’s Community Pan-Flu Preparedness Checklist one of the top ten legal resources for influenza pandemic preparedness. Ms. Belmont has been in contact with the CDC to review the Checklist’s content for one of CDC’s upcoming webinars. 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services will be promoting the Community Pan-Flu Preparedness Checklist and the pan-flu teleconference on its listservs thanks to the efforts of Mr. Morris. The listserv reaches approximately  6,000 hospitals and 8,000 providers. Mr. Peter Leibold will email the AHLA listservs to ask members to notify their clients about this resource.

C. Stark Convener
Further planning for the Stark Convener session will commence after the presidential elections.
D. Life-Limiting Conditions Video
Filming is scheduled for October 27th to 29th at the Washington, D.C. offices of Reed Smith. Estimated date of completion is December, 2008.
E. Fundraising
Staff is organizing a donation drive during November and December so members can be recognized for calendar year 2009. Mr. Lerner proposed that public interest donors receive ribbons for their name badges at all programs, rather than just the Annual Meeting as is currently done. Staff will explore the feasibility of this proposal.
F. Communicating With Your Doctor Resource
Ms. Vandecaveye reported that the ADR task force continues to make progress with their conflict resolution project. Work on a consumer resource about communicating with doctors and healthcare providers will likely commence during the first quarter of the next calendar year.
V. New Business
A. Pro Bono Practice Guide
Mr. Lerner proposed a guide for attorneys to do pro bono legal work in the healthcare arena. The Committee briefly considered expanding the scope of the guide to include pro bono work in other legal fields but ultimately determined that the resource would be most relevant to our members if it is limited to the healthcare field. This pro bono guidebook would be part of the public information series and is currently scheduled to debut during the last quarter of 2009. Mr. Lerner will continue to discuss this idea with colleagues, including the Director of the Pro Bono Institute, and will work with staff to determine further implementation details, including the search for a diverse team of writers.
B. Emergency Preparedness Fact Sheet
Ms. Belmont would like to create a fact sheet for consumers discussing how patients can take simple steps to maintain their health during periods of regional crisis. This idea was prompted by recent reports from Hurricane Ike, when better prepared patients could have decreased the stress on healthcare providers. This resource would be included in the community benefit toolkit for providers and public health agencies to share with consumers. Similar resources do not currently seem to exist. Staff compiled a marketing list of over 300 contacts for an earlier emergency preparedness resource marketing campaign that can be used to market this product. Ms. Belmont proposed this document be marketed during National Preparedness Month in September, 2009. Ms. Belmont will provide a more detailed outline of the content for this fact sheet to be shared at the next conference call.
C. Access to HPV Vaccine

Mr. Coons was approached by Mr. Dhrubajyoti Bhattacharya, an Assistant Professor at the Southern Illinois University School of Medicine, about holding a public interest dialogue session to discuss the use of public private partnerships to improve uptake of the HPV vaccine for young adult women. The Committee expressed concern that the focus of this session was too narrow while our intention was to address issues of broad appeal. Mr. Coons will refer Mr. Bhattacharya to the American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics.
D. Health Law Guide for Medical Residents
Mr. Morris proposes that the Committee prepare a brief guidebook for medical residents covering the fundamentals of healthcare law. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General has considered a general outline for this project but is concerned it will seem too biased or simplistic if it is released by that office. Ms. Belmont, Ms. Vandecaveye and Mr. Pomerance all expressed interest in this project. Mr. Morris will share the OIG’s current outline and additional ideas with the Committee for the next conference call.
VI. Adjournment
There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:58 pm Eastern on October 14, 2008. 
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