AMERICAN HEALTH LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE MEETING
May 12, 2009
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern
MINUTES
	Committee Members Present
	Staff Present
	Committee Members Absent

	Tom Coons (Committee Chair)
Elisabeth Belmont (Immediate Past President)

Arthur Lerner

Philip Pomerance
Michael Silhol
	Kerry Hoggard

Daozhong Jin
Peter Leibold
	Lewis Morris
Lisa Diehl Vandecaveye
John Washlick


I. Call to Order and Overview of the Agenda
Mr. Coons greeted members and called the meeting to order at 2:08 pm Eastern. 
II. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the April 14, 2009 conference call were approved.
III. Chair’s Oral Status Report
The subcommittees will report on the progress of their respective goals.
IV. Discussion Items

A. Radio Interviews
Newman Communications lined up a series of interviews about our Medicaid Basics, Life-Limiting Conditions and Pan-Flu resources. Various AHLA leaders and guidebook authors contributed their time to be interviewed for these nationally-syndicated radio spots. Dr. Ira Byock also gave some interviews on our behalf. Ms. Belmont has received positive feedback from the interviewees. These radio interviews have also reflected AHLA’s ability to be nimble; while the first interviews were planned around the consumer guides, later interviews discussed the Pan-Flu Checklist in light of the H1N1 flu concerns.
B. Pan-Flu Publicity
AHLA has been working to capitalize on the H1N1 flu outbreak to promote our Pan-Flu guidebook. Ms. Belmont and Mr. Leibold teamed up with Dr. Michael Osterholm to author an article about pandemic-flu preparedness and response that was published in the May 4, 2009 issue of Modern Healthcare. This piece drew much attention and Modern Healthcare has invited Mr. Leibold to be a teleconference panelist alongside a representative from the Joint Commission. Mr. Leibold and Ms. Belmont are pleased that AHLA is gaining recognition as a leader in this area.

Mr. Leibold has also been contacting relevant associations to notify them about the availability of our pan-flu preparedness resources and offer opportunities to coordinate and cross-post resources. Associations are still responding and a number of them, including the American College of Healthcare Executives and the American Hospitals Association, have agreed to post a link to our resources on their websites. Staff has also recently posted a list of useful H1N1 preparedness links on our website. These links were collected by members of the Emergency Preparedness Affinity Group.
Download statistics suggest that our marketing efforts are making an impact. For example, our Pan-Flu webpage normally receives 10 to 15 views per day, but had 270 views when our information went out. It should be noted that this does not account for individuals who directly downloaded the guidebook from email links, without visiting the informational webpage first. Overall, website views have been higher than usual.

Ms. Belmont has finished her preliminary draft of an emergency preparedness guide for individuals. She has sent the draft to Dr. Kristi Koenig for review. The finished document will be published electronically on our website.
C. Loving Conversations DVD
The artwork for the Loving Conversations DVD cover and jacket have been completed and will be sent to the DVD replicator in the very near future. The DVD master will be sent to Best Media (DVD replicator) within the next couple of weeks. Copies of the DVD will be available at Annual Meeting and will also arrive in each member’s mailbox immediately prior the Annual Meeting.
Mr. Coons reported that the sponsorship agreement with Embark Healthcare has been finalized. Embark agreed to sponsor the cost of replicating and mailing a copy of the DVD to each of AHLA’s 10,000 members. AHLA will be sending a letter and an email to our members thanking Embark for their sponsorship and encouraging our members to learn more about Embark and their national attorney network. This letter will not endorse Embark but will make the opportunities they offer known to our members.
D. Fundraising
Staff is currently organizing the Public Interest Raffle to take place at Annual Meeting. Requests for prize donations were sent to the AHLA Board and Fellows and thus far, three members have donated prizes, bringing the total number of prizes to seven thus far. Staff will follow up with the others to encourage their donations. Staff plans to sell raffle tickets for $10 each.
Total donations for the fiscal year are about $30,000 lower when compared to this time last year, mostly attributable to a significant decrease in firm contributions. However, the total donations for the past two months have been on target as compared to the previous year. Donations in April surpassed last year’s total for the month mainly due to a strong showing in private contributions with a few individuals making very generous contributions. Dues check-off revenue has dropped since March and is weaker than previous years, though it is still stronger than before the opt-out contribution system was reintroduced.

In an effort to increase donations, staff will work on marketing the raffle and on a general donation appeal through the end of the fiscal year, highlighting the recent flood of public interest benefits. Mr. Leibold asks Committee members to be prepared to help in our fundraising appeals. Staff will draft a template email and distribution lists for Committee members to use to contact potential donors. Specifically, staff hopes Committee members will be able to use their connections to encourage firms to contribute. 
E. Stark Convener
Mr. Coons reported that the Stark Convener went off smoothly on a beautiful day in Georgetown with many thanks to Mr. Morris, Mr. Lerner and Ms. Beth Schermer. Various representatives from the DOJ, OIG, CMS, OGC, and the Senate Special Committee on Aging observed the discussions. Mr. Homchick is working with the scribes on a draft white paper that will be available for review in June.
F. Clinical Trials and Disabilities Guidebooks
Considerations for People with Disabilities and Their Families and Medical Research: A Consumer’s Guide to Participation are now printed and available. Print copies are limited but can be downloaded online at no charge. 
V. Adjournment
There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm Eastern on May 12, 2009. 
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