AMERICAN HEALTH LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE MEETING
March 10, 2009

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern
MINUTES
	Committee Members Present
	Staff Present
	Committee Members Absent

	Tom Coons (Committee Chair)
Arthur Lerner

Michael Silhol
John Washlick 
	Katherine Wone (liaison)

Kerry Hoggard

Daozhong Jin
Peter Leibold

	Elisabeth Belmont (Immediate Past President)

Lewis Morris
Philip Pomerance
Lisa Diehl Vandecaveye



I. Call to Order and Overview of the Agenda
Mr. Coons greeted members and called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm Eastern. 
II. Approval of Minutes
Quorum was not established for the approval of minutes.
III. Chair’s Oral Status Report
The subcommittees will report on the progress of their respective goals and the Committee will review the FY10 Public Interest Budget Assumption.
IV. Discussion Items

A. Stark Convener
Planning for the Stark Convener is going smoothly. The first convener session, on Friday, April 24th, will be held at Georgetown Public Policy Institute to provide an apolitical setting. Twelve invitees have already confirmed their participation. Congressional representatives have also been invited. Senators Charles Grassley and Max Baucus cannot attend, but will try to send staff representatives. Representative Pete Stark may attend and deliver brief remarks, though his schedule has not yet been confirmed.
Committee members expressed a desire to attend as listeners. Mr. Coons and Mr. Lerner will confer with Mr. Morris about the possibility of accommodating the request. Requests from other Board or AHLA members will not be entertained.

B. Emergency Preparedness Affinity Group
Mr. Coons had further conversation with Ms. Dawn Crumel, chair of the new Emergency Preparedness Affinity Group, to discuss ways our two groups can coordinate. The goal of the affinity group is to develop documents, checklists and other content that is useful to facilities during their response to a catastrophe. The Committee will consider ways to provide content and use 
C. National Healthcare Decisions Day Teleconference
A teleconference about the benefits of advance directives will be held on Wednesday, April 8th, 1:00 – 2:00 pm Eastern. Ms. Vandecaveye and Mr. Nathan Kottkamp will serve as speakers and Mr. Coons will introduce the speakers. All of the attendees will receive a copy of the Loving Conversations DVD. This will serve as the Committee’s sole spring teleconference.
D. Community Benefit Toolkit
The completed Community Benefit Toolkit will contain 11 items. The finished Toolkit will be available on the Association’s website and in CD format some time before Annual Meeting. 
E. Marketing
The disabilities and clinical trials guidebooks is expected to be printed by the end of March. Staff is developing a list of organizations to which these publications will be marketed.
Mr. Leibold is still seeking sponsorship for the advance directives video. Staff has also compiled a list of organizations for marketing the video and will reconvene the marketing subgroup to discuss further steps.

Payment has been made to Newman Communications, the public relations firm the Committee hired to promote the Public Information Series. They are now arranging radio talk-show spots featuring the Series authors.

F. Fundraising
Ms. Wone reported a decrease in fundraising returns for February despite a generous donation from a law firm. Most significantly, there has been a 50% drop in dues checkoff revenue as compared to the previous year most likely due to PI contributions being an opt-in rather than an opt-out option on the membership application. Staff is working to change the online application so that online contributions are opt-out. Changing the print invoice may not yet be possible but staff will work to change that as well. 
Staff secured a Kindle and a Wii as prizes for its raffle during Annual Meeting. Staff does not have a special fundraiser planned for the Institute on Medicare and Medicaid Payment Issues program in March, though donation forms will be made available and donors will be recognized with “Public Interest Donor” ribbons.
Mr. Lerner suggested that group bills may be decreasing our fundraising revenue because the affected members are not provided with an opportunity to contribute when their membership is renewed. Staff will consider a separate solicitation campaign for the members who are part of a group bill.

G. FY 2010 Budget Assumption
The draft Budget Assumption forecasts FY10 revenue to be consistent with FY09 revenue. The BA projects no significant spending towards the production of the Public Information Series as the community benefit toolkit, the medical resident handbook and the guide to communicating with one’s doctor will all mainly be distributed through the website. Funds instead will mostly be used towards the marketing of the existing resources. 
Mr. Coons suggested that the Association’s FY10 budget include room for a dialogue session or other venue for discussion of timely topics related to healthcare reform. Ms. Hoggard noted that the Programs department has already included such a line in its BA.
V. Adjournment
There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:39 pm Eastern on March 10, 2009. 
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