AMERICAN HEALTH LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE MEETING
January 9, 2009
11:55 am – 12:35 pm Central
New Orleans, LA
MINUTES

	Committee Members Present
	Staff Present
	Committee Members Absent

	Tom Coons (Committee Chair)
Elisabeth Belmont (Immediate Past President)
Arthur Lerner

Lewis Morris
Philip Pomerance
Michael Silhol 
Lisa Diehl Vandecaveye
John Washlick 
	Katherine Wone (liaison)

Kerry Hoggard

Daozhong Jin
Peter Leibold


	


I. Call to Order and Overview of the Agenda
Mr. Coons greeted members and called the meeting to order at 11:55 am Central time. 
II. Approval of Minutes
Ms. Belmont corrected the minutes from the December 9, 2008 conference call to state that Stanford University, rather than Amherst University, is using AHLA’s emergency preparedness resources in their classes. The minutes were approved as amended. 
III. Chair’s Oral Status Report
The Committee made significant progress in planning the Stark convener during a working dinner the previous evening.
IV. Discussion Items

A. Stark Convener
The convener will consist of two sessions, the first to be held in late April and the second to be held during Annual Meeting. Ms. Beth Schermer of Coppersmith Gordon Schermer & Brockelman PLC will be asked to moderate both sessions. Approximately twelve participants of varied backgrounds will be invited to discuss whether Stark is effective and if any improvements can be made to the law. Government representatives from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Department of Justice, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid and Capitol Hill will be invited to listen to the discussion and ask questions of the participants. The convener will be closed to the public.
Prior to the first session, each of the participants will submit a two to three page paper summarizing their views on Stark to be circulated to all the participants. Up-and-comers in this area will be invited to serve as scribes and record the discussion. Their notes will be compiled and summarized into a preliminary white paper by Mr. Robert Homchick. This white paper will then be shared with all of the participants for consideration, distillation, and revision during the second session. The final white paper will be shared with the appropriate government representatives.
Mr. Coons will invite Ms. Schermer to serve as the moderator. Mr. Morris will determine whether a government space may be appropriate for the first convener session. The Committee will generate a list of potential participants and the Stark convener subcommittee will make the final selection of invitees, taking into consideration the mix of temperaments to ensure a productive discussion. The Committee debated the merits of inviting an academic to participate in the discussion and agreed to first identify the possible candidates. The Committee will also prepare a list of core questions that should be considered during the first session. Staff will review the checklist Ms. Belmont developed for the pan-flu dialogue session and make the necessary logistical arrangements.
V. Adjournment
Staff was disconnected from the call at 12:35 pm Central time.
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