AMERICAN HEALTH LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE MEETING
February 18, 2009

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern
MINUTES
	Committee Members Present
	Staff Present
	Committee Members Absent

	Tom Coons (Committee Chair)
Elisabeth Belmont (Immediate Past President)
Arthur Lerner

Lewis Morris
Philip Pomerance
Michael Silhol
Lisa Diehl Vandecaveye
John Washlick 
	Katherine Wone (liaison)

Kerry Hoggard

Daozhong Jin
Peter Leibold

	


I. Call to Order and Overview of the Agenda
Mr. Coons greeted members and called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm Eastern. 
II. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the January 9, 2009 in-person meeting were approved. 
III. Chair’s Oral Status Report
The subcommittees will report on the progress of their respective goals.
IV. Discussion Items

A. Emergency Preparedness Affinity Group
Mr. Coons and staff held a conference call with Ms. Dinetia Newman, chair of the Practice Groups committee, to discuss how the Public Interest Committee can coordinate with the new Emergency Preparedness Affinity Group. The affinity group is sponsored by the Teaching Hospitals; In-House Counsel; Life Sciences; Medical Staff, Credentialing, and Peer Review; and Payors, Plans, and Managed Care practice groups and is headed by Ms. Dawn Crumel. The purpose of the affinity group is to develop documents, checklists and other content that is useful to facilities during their response to a catastrophe. The Committee is interested in sharing our existing emergency preparedness resources with the affinity group and Ms. Vandecaveye volunteered to serve as the liaison to the group.
B. National Healthcare Decisions Day Teleconference
Following the success of last year’s National Healthcare Decisions Day teleconference, the Committee will host another teleconference about advance directives in late March or early April. Ms. Wone suggests that this year’s teleconference be targeted at AHLA members, rather than social workers, hospice staff, or others. The topic will be the increasing importance of discussions about advance directives with patients and clients
Mr. Nathan Kottkamp and Ms. Vandecaveye have volunteered to be speakers on this year’s teleconference with Ms. Belmont as moderator. Staff will contact Ms. Louise Joy to see if she will also serve as a speaker. All teleconference attendees will receive a copy of the advance directives DVD. The cost of the teleconference and the postage for mailing the DVD will be offset by a nominal $30 registration fee.
Mr. Kottkamp will be presenting the DVD during a breakout session at the In-House Counsel conference.

C. Stark Convener
The Stark subcommittee has been making steady progress with the event logistics. The first convener session will be held on Friday, April 24th and the second session will be held Tuesday, June 30th at Annual Meeting. The location is still to be determined, with possibilities including rooms in the HHS’s Herbert Humphrey Building or in Georgetown School of Public Policy.

Ms. Beth Schermer of Coppersmith Gordon Schermer & Brockelman PLC has agreed to serve as the moderator. Invitations have been issued to 14 participants and the majority has already accepted. Mr. Morris has also issued invitations to relevant staff at HHS/OIG, HHS/ASPE, CMS, OCIG/OIG, and DOJ. Mr. Leibold will issue letters of invitation to Representative Pete Stark and other relevant congressional members. 

Staff will inform AHLA members about the convener through an article in the March issue of Health Lawyers News and a marketing email.
A one-hour session at Annual Meeting has been dedicated to a summary of the main points from the Stark discussion. Ms. Schermer and Mr. Robert Homchick will be offered the opportunity to present this session.
D. Newman Communications
Ms. Belmont has been in contact with Newman Communications, a Boston-based public relations firm with an emphasis in the healthcare field, to discuss methods for promoting the Public Information Series. They have offered to line up twenty talk-radio spots, possibly including an NPR opportunity, featuring the guidebook authors and relevant speakers for $4,000. Newman Communications believes that print or visual media promotion would be too difficult to achieve at the moment. The Committee approved the expenditure.
E. Fundraising
Ms. Wone reported that the winter fundraising campaign has now been completed, though staff is still receiving some returns in the envelopes that were included in the January and February issues of Health Lawyers News. Staff plans to intermittently solicit donations for the next two months before launching another fundraising campaign leading up to Annual Meeting. 
Private, firm, and dues checkoff donations have all been lower than the comparable period last year. The dues checkoff donations might be lower because a suggested donation is no longer automatically included on the print invoices. Staff is still hopeful of reaching the fundraising goal by the end of the fiscal year.

Staff is currently considering creative methods of fundraising, including the possibility of holding a raffle at this year’s Annual Meeting. Ms. Belmont suggests that Board members be asked to sell tickets. Mr. Pomerance suggests that costs are kept low by asking vendors to donate prizes. Ms. Hoggard says that a Kindle has already been donated and staff will explore other options.

Ms. Wone also reports that staff has researched the price of custom-printed reusable grocery bags as requested. Depending on the size and material, these bags will cost $2 to $6 each for 250 bags; prices decrease slightly with a larger purchase. Ms. Belmont suggests that the Committee obtain sponsorship for these bags, possibly through Walmart which gave out reusable grocery bags at the last Annual Meeting. Mr. Leibold says that the current economy is making it more difficult to obtain sponsorship and his first priority is to find a sponsor for the replication of the advance directives DVD.

F. New Publications
The clinical trials guidebook is currently being laid out. The disabilities guidebook will be laid out later in the week. Staff will then review the document and send the file to the printers.
V. Adjournment
There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:59 pm Eastern on February 18, 2009. 
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