AMERICAN HEALTH LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE MEETING
April 14, 2009
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern
MINUTES
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	Tom Coons (Committee Chair)
Elisabeth Belmont (Immediate Past President)

Arthur Lerner
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Philip Pomerance
Michael Silhol
Lisa Diehl Vandecaveye
John Washlick 
	Katherine Wone (liaison)

Kerry Hoggard

Daozhong Jin
	


I. Call to Order and Overview of the Agenda
Mr. Coons greeted members and called the meeting to order at 2:07 pm Eastern. 
II. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the February 18, 2009 and March 10, 2009 conference calls were approved.
III. Chair’s Oral Status Report
The subcommittees will report on the progress of their respective goals.
IV. Discussion Items

A. Stark Convener
The first convener session will be held at the Georgetown Public Policy Institute on Friday, April 24th from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, followed by a reception from 4:00 to 5:30 pm. Planning for the Stark Convener is going smoothly and participants have expressed their excitement about the event. Congressman Stark is currently scheduled to attend and deliver brief remarks. The subcommittee still needs to confer to determine if one more invitation needs to be extended to a representative from the academic medical community.
Committee members are invited to attend the Convener as observers but are asked not to bring associates or colleagues with them. Committee members should notify staff by early next week if they plan to attend.
B. Advance Directives Video
Edits to the Loving Conversations DVD should be completed this week. AHLA staff and Mr. Bastian Wimmer, the director and video editor, will sit for a final review next week. The artwork for the DVD and DVD jacket is also nearing completion. A DVD replication house has been selected and it will initially produce 1,000 DVDs. 

Staff is currently also negotiating with Embark Healthcare to discuss a potential sponsorship agreement. Embark is a for-profit company that provides a range of advance directive services including assistance with preparing an advance directive, storage of the document in an electronic filing system, and notification of changes in a state’s advance directive laws. Embark is interested in working with AHLA to establish a network of healthcare attorneys who would provide Embark’s clients/members with up to one pro-bono hour of general consultation about the interpretation and application of an advance directive. Embark is also interested in sponsoring the replication and mailing costs for 10,000 copies of the video so AHLA can send a copy to each of our members. In their original proposal, Embark asked for our members’ contact information so they can send solicitation items but Mr. Leibold counter-offered that AHLA would reach out to its own members thanking Embark for their contribution, and outlining the opportunity for AHLA members to participate in Embark’s network. Staff is awaiting Embark’s response. 
C. Community Benefit Toolkit
The completed Community Benefit Toolkit is nearing completion. In light of the current economic situation, Ms. Blemont has added language to the kit emphasizing the cost-saving opportunity for hospitals if they use our resources rather than developing their own resources.
D. Marketing
Newman Communications is lining up a series of radio interviews to promote the resources in our Public Information Series. Mr. Joel Hamme and Mr. Coons have already been guests on two radio shows where they discussed the Medicaid Basics guidebook. Mr. Ira Byock and Ms. Barbara Miltenberger have both agreed to serve as guests on upcoming radio interviews to promote the Life-Limiting Conditions guide and the Loving Conversations DVD. This is a great opportunity to provide the guidebook authors with some recognition and to showcase our resources beyond our membership by sharing it with the general public. Staff will work to obtain recordings of the interviews to feature on our website.
E. Advance Directives Teleconference

The Honoring Our Patients and Capturing Lost Opportunities teleconference was held on April 8, 2009 where Mr. Nathan Kottkamp and Ms. Vandecaveye explained the importance of advance directives. There was a strong turnout for this teleconference with 66 registrations with some of the lines featuring multiple listeners. The Loving Conversations DVD will be mailed to registrants as soon as they are available for distribution.
F. Fundraising
Ms. Wone reported a significant increase during March in the amount of dues check-off donations, most likely due to the fact that public interest donations on the online membership renewal form are now opt-out rather than opt-in. There were also several $100 dues check-off donations that may partially account for the increase. However, private and firm contributions remain lower than what was received this time last year. Ms. Belmont proposed that staff contact firms such as King & Spalding who have made generous contributions this year to offer them the opportunity to be in the “Who Am I?” feature in Health Lawyers News so they can share with other firms why they continue to be public interest supporters.
Staff is planning to ask Fellows and Board members who have not made a public interest contribution thus far this year to make an in-kind donation of an item for the PI raffle at Annual Meeting. Staff has generated a prize wish-list featuring items such as the iPod, iTouch, X-Box, handbags, etc. Mr. Coons will speak to Mr. Sandy Teplitzky to let him know about this solicitation effort and to discuss other ideas for encouraging Fellows to make contributions.
G. Emergency Preparedness Affinity Group
Ms. Vandecaveye has exchanged emails with Ms. Dawn Crumel, chair of the Emergency Preparedness Affinity Group, and Ms. Dinetia Newman, chair of the Practice Groups Committee. The group is working diligently to produce documents that will complement the existing public interest resources. The affinity group plans to release these documents prior to Annual Meeting. Ms. Vandecaveye will continue to act as PI Committee liaison and follow up on the status of this project.

H. Clinical Trials and Disabilities Guidebooks
Considerations for People with Disabilities and Their Families is currently being printed. Medical Research: A Consumer’s Guide to Participation will be sent to the printer for lay-out by next week. Both resources should be printed and available by the end of this month. 
V. Adjournment
There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:42 pm Eastern on April 14, 2009. 
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