AMERICAN HEALTH LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL

November 10, 2009

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM Eastern

 

MINUTES

 

	Committee Members Present
	Staff Present
	Committee Members Absent

	Lew Morris (Committee Chair)

 

Elisabeth Belmont (Past President)

Brian Gradle

Robert Homchick

Marilyn Lamar

Charlene McGinty

Lisa Vandecaveye
	Katherine Wone (Staff Liaison)

 

Andrew Hartman

Daozhong Jin

Peter Leibold
	Arthur Lerner

Michael Silhol

 


 

 

I. Call to Order and Overview of the Agenda
Mr. Morris greeted members and called the meeting to order at 2:05 PM Eastern. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the September 8, 2009 conference call were approved.

 

III. Chair’s Oral Status Report
Project leaders will provide updates on the status of their projects.

 

IV. Discussion Items

A. Marketing
 

1. Board Governance Series (Morris)
The foreword and executive summary for the Series has been finalized and approved by the AHLA Executive Board and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General. The three documents have been sent to The Governance Institute and the Committee will soon review galley proofs.

 

2. Fraud Compliance Guide for Doctors (Morris, McGinty, Gradle)
Mr. Morris will take into consideration comments and edits he has received and will circulate a new draft for Committee review in the near future. Further discussion is needed on whether to pursue co-sponsorship with the American Association of Medical Colleges.

 

3. Legal-Medical Issues on Medical Board Exams (Vandecaveye, Silhol, Belmont)
The authors continue to research the legal topics tested by the medical board exams and will also solicit input from other in-house counsel. Estimated date of completion is March 31, 2010. 
 
4. Emergency Preparedness Toolkit (Vandecaveye)
The Emergency Preparedness Affinity Group (led by Ms. Dawn Crumel) hopes to have a draft of the Emergency Preparedness Toolkit to the Committee for comment by January, 2010.

 
5. Childhood Vaccinations (Morris)

Mr. Joel Hamme of Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville has submitted a proposal to produce a public interest guidebook on childhood vaccinations. The Committee will review the document and discuss the its suitability for publication at the January, 2010 Mid-Year Board Meeting. The Committee will consider strategies to ensure the document presents a balanced viewpoint, such as establishing a task force of individuals with different perspectives. Given the sensitive nature of the discussion, Mr. Morris has stressed that all deliberations must remain confidential.

6. General Marketing (Lamar)

Ms. Lamar sent the Committee a memo outlining her proposed marketing strategies for the Public Information Series and seeks their feedback. She focused on methods to leverage the Association’s current alliances. Ms. Lamar’s proposal is as follows:

a. Partner with AHLA’s law school alliances so that our guidebooks could be used in their legal aid clinics. Approximately 50 law schools are enrolled in our School Alliance Program. Professors will be encouraged to use any of our guidebooks and resources as teaching tools in their classes. This will be a good opportunity to raise the Association’s profile in law schools and attract future members. The Committee will test this strategy with Professor Lawrence E. Singer of Loyola University Chicago School of Law, Professor Thomas Wm. Mayo of Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law, and Professor Thomas L. Greaney of St. Louis University School of Law.

b. Partner with community legal aid clinics serving low-income individuals.

c. Partner with organizations that provide legal services to their members. The United Auto Workers has 250 staff lawyers who provide legal advice to their union members. Ms. Lamar has reached out to a connection at the UAW. Our resources are posted on their intranet so that the attorneys can share them with their clients. Ms. Lamar hopes to emulate this success with other organizations.

d. Encourage law firms to use our resources for their pro bono projects. Mr. Lerner will reach out to firms in the Washington, DC area.

e. Share our resources with large charitable and service organizations, including United Way, Rotary Club, the YMCA, etc. The Committee’s focus should expand to include groups that are not solely healthcare-focused but which have strong community ties and influence. Leveraging personal connections would be very helpful. Mr. Morris and Ms. Belmont will draft a letter to the Board, asking for their assistance in identifying connections.

f. Ask other organizations to use our resources at their programs. Examples include CPA associations and their workshops on estate planning. The Committee can start by reaching out to members who are affiliated with other associations, as well as AHLA’s sponsors.

g. Work with AHLA’s IT department on search engine optimization. We can leverage Lexis Nexis’ experience in this area as well.

h. Explore social networking channels.

7. Silent Auction (Belmont)

The Silent Auction will be held during the Sunday night Welcome Reception at the 2010 Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington. The Auction’s design theme will be a board game, titled “Bid! Bid! Sold!!!” and the game spaces will feature various Auction prizes as well as well-known Seattle icons and landmarks.

The Auction Wishlist has been finalized and will be distributed to all AHLA leadership (Board, Fellows, Past Presidents, Practice Group leaders, Programming Planning Committees, and all authors). The Wishlist contains items priced anywhere from $50 to $400 to accommodate all budgets. All PI Committee members were asked to donate up to three items and to encourage their colleagues to contribute as well. Committee members were also asked to leverage their connections with vendors. 
Auctions forms are nearing completion. Regarding sponsors, Mr. Homchick reported that the Washington Society of Healthcare Attorneys may be interested in providing sponsorship. The Auction planning committee is also evaluating whether to purchase auction software, per a suggestion by Ms. Elizabeth Carder-Thompson.

8. Pro-Bono Guide (Lerner, Homchick)

Mr. Lerner and Mr. Homchick will schedule a call with their volunteers to discuss next steps. They are seeking more volunteers, especially someone experienced with carrying out pro-bono work as a government service. Mr. Morris will assist with identifying appropriate volunteer candidates.

9. Medical Research Consumer Guide (Gradle)

A letter and PDF of the guidebook was sent to all identified pharmaceutical companies via email. We have received no replies and will send a follow-up email message after the Thanksgiving holiday. It will be time consuming to call all the identified organizations, so Mr. Gradle will call some of the top prospects.

 

V. Adjournment
The next call will be held during the Mid-Year Board Meeting in Washington, DC, January 13-15 2010. The exact date and time of the PI Committee meeting yet to be determined.
There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:47 PM Eastern on November 10, 2009.

 

Prepared by
Daozhong Jin     

Approved by
Katherine Wone

