AMERICAN HEALTH LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE MEETING
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Washington Ballroom
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Washington, DC 

MINUTES
	Committee Members Present
	Staff Present
	Committee Members Absent

	Lew Morris (Committee Chair)
Elisabeth Belmont (Past President)

Brian Gradle
Robert Homchick

Marilyn Lamar
Charlene McGinty

Michael Silhol
Lisa Vandecaveye
	Katherine Wone (Staff Liaison)
Kerry Hoggard

Andrew Hartman

	Arthur Lerner


I. Call to Order and Overview of the Agenda

The meeting was called to order at 11:15 am Eastern Standard Time. 

II. Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the November 10, 2009 conference call were approved. 
III. Chair’s Oral Status Report

Mr. Morris proceeded directly to the discussion items for the meeting’s agenda.
IV. Discussion Items

A. Silent Auction

The Committee’s goal is to secure fifty items for the auction; we currently 

have 
thirty-nine. The Committee believed holding the option during the Tuesday 
evening reception would result in better turn-out (as opposed to Sunday evening) 
– Ms. Hoggard will check with the Programs Planning Committee. The 
Committee continues to seek sponsorship to help defray costs related to hosting 
the Auction. Auction items will be featured in the March Connections issue, which 
will include the Proxy Bid Form for those who cannot attend this year’s Annual 
Meeting. 

A Silent Auction will not take place during AHLA’s Annual Meeting in June, 
2011, Boston. 
B. Grant Proposal 
The Public Interest Committee will submit for a $50,000 National Library of Medicine for Scholarly Works in Biomedicine and Health federal grant, offered by the National Institutes of Health. The deadline is January 31, 2010. Ms. Wone and Ms. Belmont are currently working to complete all aspects of the application. 
C. Childhood Vaccinations

Mr. Morris opined that should the Committee publish Joel Hamme’s proposal on 
childhood vaccinations, the Committee will need to be strategic due to the 
potentially controversial nature of the topic. 


The Committee will create a short publication of ten questions for patients to ask 
their physicians regarding childhood vaccines. The publication will have links 
carefully selected and reviewed by the Committee to ensure the publication 
remains neutral and balanced. Ms. Belmont will act as the Public Interest 
representative and liaison on this project.
D. Conflicts of Interest and Academic Medical Centers

Mr. Morris will further develop the topic of how academic medical centers handle 
research funding that is supported by pharmaceutical, biotech, and/or device 
industries. Concern was expressed that such a publication should not provide 
advice but rather, impartially present all relevant viewpoints. In addition, AHLA’s 
Teaching Hospitals & Academics Medical Centers Practice Group would have 
programs in the future that may find this publication relevant. 
E. Harvey Tettlebaum’s Proposal on Topic of Mental Illness 

Discussion about how Mr. Tettlebaum’s idea for a Public Interest publication 
regarding mental illness sparked a broader conversation about the role of 
Fellows in Public Interest projects. The Committee will encourage Fellows to form 
subgroups that will present publication ideas for the Public Information Series, 
future convener sessions, teleconference/webinars, and any other Public Interest 
related project. Such a meeting among Fellows would most likely not take place 
until the Annual Meeting in Seattle. 

F. 
Pro Bono for the Health Law Attorney


Some delay in the progress of the Pro Bono project is due to the Pro Bono 
Institute’s decisions to not share resources and collaborate with AHLA. The Pro 
Bono Task Force will have their next conference call later this month to discuss 
next steps and to designate assignments.  


G. 
Medical Residency Board Exams


Ms. Vandecaveye and Mr. Silhol continue to work on outlining a publication that 
would help medical residents better prepare for medical-legal questions that are 
presented on Board exams. This will take some time as there is no one standard 
exam for all medical residents and each medical board administers its own exam. 


H. 
General Marketing 


Ms. Lamar reached out to select health law professors at Loyola-Chicago and 
Saint Louis University, who will now try to integrate resources from the Public 
Information Series in their classrooms and clinics. Staff will continue working with 
other law school alliances to encourage increased usage of AHLA’s Public 
Interest resources.
V. Adjournment
There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 pm Eastern. 

Prepared by Andrew Hartman
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